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Restricted Call for proposal VP/2005/008 – Actions concerning the Modernisation of Public Employment Services - Request of supplementary information

Ref.:
Your projet proposal – Mutual Learning for Modernisation of PES: Benchmarking between PES

Dear Dr Buchinger,

Thank you for your project proposal mentioned above on the restricted call for proposals on Actions concerning the Modernisation of Public Employment Services.

The Evaluation Committee has made a detailed assessment of your proposal according to the award criteria mentioned in the guide for applicants of the call and is proposing to grant a subsidy to your project if the following conditions are met:
The Evaluation Committee came to the conclusion that the project should be improved by :
1. Including, in the aim of the project, the development of comparative indicators on PES effectiveness.  The project concentrates on benchmarking best practice, and not sufficiently on openly comparative indicators that could be used to provide a comparative measure of PES effectiveness in the context of the European Employment Guidelines.   This is a shortfall which will have to be addressed.  
2. Opening up the work to other data-bases. The data used in the project only are administrative data.  This might be too narrow. 

3. Providing more information on the way in which the other partners will be involved.  The work programme does not provide enough information on this point. 
4. Reviewing the work programme, as it might be too sharp during the last 6 months (months 12 – 18), during which the list of tasks to be performed is very ambitious.
5. Providing more information on the tender procedure under which the study was/will be tendered out.  The proposal mentions that the study will be tendered out.  More information should be provided on this point : procedure, timing, selection and award criteria etc. 
6. Budget : Providing information on the costs of the output of the project, which  are not specified.  No information is provided on this point.
7. Budget : Clarifying in which way the own contribution by AMS AT (25% of the budget), will be financed.   The budget contains an important amount of staff costs.  It needs to be clarified if the own contribution in cash needs to be increased.  The budget might need to be readjusted for this reason.  

On the basis of the above, the Evaluation Committee agreed to propose the co-financing of the project on the condition that the missing information as requested above is provided and the comments as referred to above are integrated.  Furthermore, the budget or the subsidy awarded will need to be reduced.  This is mainly due to the high amount foreseen for subcontracting (amount budgeted of € 360.000), where the daily rate for the expert for consultancy/coordination (€ 1.200 per day) is very high, and the number of  days needed is also very high. The subsidy will need to be reduced for this reason.  

I would be grateful if you could please provide the information requested above within 3 weeks from the reception of this letter. As soon as complete information is received, it will be assessed and you will be informed of the Commission final decision on your proposal. 
I would draw your attention to the fact that this letter does not prejudge the final award of a grant by the Commission.

Please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Lambert Kleinmann (tel. 32 2 299 87 55) or Mr. Frank Kavanagh (+32 2 299 05 14) for any supplementary information you may need.

Yours sincerely,

Johan ten Geuzendam

Head of Unit

Cc:
Dr. Peter Oberbichler, Mag. Gudrun Nachtschatt
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